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Want to buy your child a book for Christmas but not sure what is suitable for their age range?  Look no further for a great list of books that, not only will your child enjoy, but will also support and develop their reading.
All books that appear on this list have been chosen from the recommended reading list for Reception published by the Centre for Literacy in primary education, and are available on Amazon.
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Pants by Andreae Giles and Nick Sharratt

A joyful rhyme extolling the virtues of all the different kinds of pants there could
be, well-matched by hilarious illustrations. Easy and fun to read aloud. ‘Pants to
pick a daisy, pants for being lazy. Pants on your head when you've gone crazy!”

Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Browne

Handa sets off to visit her friend Akeyo with a wonderful array of fruit in a
basket on her head. As she walks across the Kenyan plain a variety of animals
steal the fruit without her knowing. However, there is a surprise in store for
both girls at the journey’s end.

The Train Ride By June Crebbin and Stephen Lambert

A child and her mother travel by train from the town to the seaside to visit her
grandmother. The repetitive alliterative text has the rhythm of a train rattling
over the tracks. The pictures of the passing countryside are clear and cheerful.

NSy,

‘A Squash and a Squeeze by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler

An old lady finds that her house is too small and asks a wise old man for advice.
One by one, he suggests that she takes in a variety of animals until eventually
her house is o full that she has to turn them all out again. Amazingly her house
seems ‘enormous now’! The rhyming text has a lovely rhythm which can be
sung.
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"Big Book of Nursery Rhymes by Lucy Cousins

Bold ilustrations i primary colours complement this collection of well known
ehymes. Each thyme is allocated its own page which makes the ayout very clear,
‘and sgaifcant words from the thyme are ncorporated into the pctures.

Trere's 2 Cow inthe Cabbage Patch by Stella Blackstone and Clore Beaton

Al the animals on the farm are in the wrong place and the farmers are at a los|
25t how to put things ight. A hyming chant with a repetitve refrain of ‘what
shall we do? s ilustrated with felt collage pictures. In the fina spread all the
‘animals are shown in their correct homes.

Dear Zoo

Hod Campbell

e Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell

A child writes 1o the 200 to ask for 3 pet and is sent al sorts of unsuitable|
‘animals untlinally  ‘perfect’ puppy arrves. A Ift.the-flap book which presents
the reader with a guessing game. Clues are provided by 3 gimpse of partof each
‘animal by the adjectives used to describe them, and by the packing in which
they come.

[Wefre Gong on' Bear Funt by Wiho! Rosen and Flen Grenbury

255 The pattern ofthis book inite the reader o join in: the repetiton of the verse,

the different obstacles the hunters meet, with their accompanying sounds and
movements, and the speeded up replay ofthe return journey. Helen Oxenbury’s

llustrations are 3 perfect match, with alternating pages of colour and black and
white,

ROAR!

| isaurRoar b Pl ond erriet Siand

“The prehistoriccreatures which fascinate children so much oo lage n these:
pages.The thyming text is made up of opposites ‘Dinosaur weak, dinosaur srong.
dinosaur shortorvery, very,long.





